
 SN: What was the key motivator for this unusual adventure? 

DdR: Instead of pointing out problems we look to provide solutions. We want to turn saving the planet into 

an adventure with many smart contributors. There’s not denying that plastic is very useful and must 

become part of the solution. But that requires a new approach something that’s in line with our upgrade 

culture. Cars, computers, software, girlfriends, everything can be upgraded. Why not Mother Earth? Planet 

2.0. Sounds cool, doesn’t it? 

 

 

SN: What kind of solutions does Plastiki provide? 

We want to show that plastic can be smart, so it becomes a resource not just trash.  If you can make a boat 

from recycled plastic bottles, the material become valuable. We got 12.500 reclaimed PET plastic bottles 

that we pressurized so they became rigid, like unopened Coke bottles. We put special caps on to keep them 

sealed. That provides buoyancy. The load-bearing structures are made from self-reinforcing PET (srPET). 

That material is strong and can be completely recycled. Even our sails are made from that stuff. 

 

SN: How fast will Plastiki sail, who will be on board and what kind of equipment do you carry? 

The boat was designed by a team that includes renowned yacht designer Andrew Dovell. After the early 

tests our estimate is to make four to seven knots, which should translate into 100 nautical miles daily. The 

final crew decision has yet to be made, but we have two highly respected sailors with a lot of blue-water 

experience. There’s Jo Royle, one of the most experienced yacht captains and David Thomson, who 

already sailed on Steve Fossett’s record-breaking catamaran Playstation. In terms of equipment we will 

have modern gear for navigation communication and safety, plus solar panels, wind- and bicycle generators 

that will produce electric energy. Then there’s a desalinator, composting toilet, rain catchment system, and 

fishing gear and a small garden. 

 

SN: Plastiki rhymes with Kon-Tioki. How does it relate to Thor Heyerdahl? 

Kon-Tiki and Thor were an inspiration for me and his two grandkids Josian and Olav are participating in 

the project as advisors. Like Thor who wrote about the abundance of life in the ocean, I want to inspire 

people with our trip, even though today the situation is completely different.  Large parts of the same ocean 

do not contain life anymore, just trash. That’s an indictment. 

 

SN: There are no references for this kind of boat and the start of the voyage had to be pushed back 

nine months. Aren’t you worried? 

We are in uncharted territory, using materials that haven’t been used for boat construction before. 

Therefore we needed moiré time to understand the proper handling. But to me the project has exceeded 

expectations, because we remained true to our innovative approach. The rig is from recycled aluminum and 



was stepped in December. We have been sailing for weeks now. What remains is the fitting out, which 

happens while we continue our tests. 

 

SN: Apropos tests: How are the preparations shaping up? 

This is an El Niño year, which means the weather pattern here in San Francisco is wet with too little or too 

much wind. That has bin a limiting factor, but every time we sail, we gain more confidence in the boat. It 

sails very balanced and does well on reaching and downwind courses, because it was explicitly designed 

for that purpose. 

 

SN: When will you cast off, and when do you plan to arrive? 

We hope to get under way mid March and arrive in Sydney at the end of June. That would be nearly to the 

day four years after my North Pole expedition. That also coincided with the soccer World Cup. It looks like 

these projects always take four years. One could call it an Eco Olympiad.  

 

SN: You also streamlined the route and abandoned the idea of 14 stopovers. 

We have to adjust to the weather and we have to reach Sydney, our destination. If we don’t, the adventure 

would be perceived as a failure by the press and the public. At this time we are planning to stop in the 

northern Line Islands near the equator and in Tuvalu. There we will rotate crew and undertake some over-

land expeditions. That’s not to say that we won’t pull up any place else, weather and time permitting. 

 

SN: What will happen to Plastiki after the arrival? Will you recycle it? 

No, at least not right away. We want to send it on tour in the US and also in Europe, so people can touch it 

and feel it to comprehend what can be done with trash and innovative thinking. 

 

SN: You claim you’ll get seasick in a bathtub. That doesn’t sound like it’s going to be a fun trip for 

you. 

I will try everything to combat mal de mer. Drammamine, acupressure wristbands and ginger. But I have to 

be careful with medication, because if I get knocked out, I won’t be of any use on board. 

 

SN: The Rothschild name is linked to the Gitana racing yachts. Did you ever sail on one of them? 

No, I am not connected with that. The family has looked at the Plastiki project and said, figuratively 

speaking: “Good luck, but you’re on your own. Actually, they’re used to my adventuring. All they ask is: 

Where is David now?” 

 


